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The Messenger 

     When I was growing up, we used to play a game called “Follow the  

Leader.” The premise was simple; you just did whatever the leader did. If the 

leader ran in a circle, you ran in a circle. If the leader jumped up and down, 

you jumped up and down. As we got older the game took on a new level, 

with the leader daring us to do something like climbing onto a roof. It was still 

follow the leader, but now the leader directed and no longer led by  

example. And why would anyone choose to follow the leader? I guess we 

did it to be accepted.  

     Many adults still “follow the leader.” Of course, there are some rules that 

we should follow to live together in a society. We should seek to follow rules 

that are good and moral. But there is a difference between choosing to live 

a moral life and blindly following a leader. Usually when we as children  

followed another kid as a leader, that kid had no more sense than we had.  

I once heard Adrian Rodgers on a radio broadcast say that for an example 

go to any Junior High School. If we do not think for ourselves as adults; then 

perhaps it is the same scenario.  

     This past Sunday, we started a sermon series on becoming the person 

God created you to be. God did create each of us to be an individual  

person with certain gifts and graces. Yet we tend to follow our appetites and 

desires instead of God. Instead of becoming that beautiful creature of God, 

we mold ourselves into our leader, i.e., role models, desire for wealth,  

appetite for pleasure, etc.. And the blind, senseless leaders who are really 

other kids like us have called us names like chicken, dumb, ugly, worthless, 

and others enough that we are hurt and wounded.  

     Many sit and live behind the closed doors of their rooms, windows closed 

and barred, with the door locked. Another way to describe this type of life is 

as a prisoner. For if we are held captive by our appetites that tempt us unto 

destruction and ruin, if we are shaped by the names that hurt and destroy 

us, then we have no more freedom than a prisoner languishing behind cell 

walls.  

     But God wants to finish God’s creation. Through Jesus, the prisoner can be 

set free. You can become the person that God created you to be by lifting 

up your eyes in faith to Christ. Over the next three weeks we will be looking 

at finding that person. I encourage you to be in prayer that God may lead 

you into meeting you, the free living you in Christ. As Jesus tells us in John 

8:36, “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (NIV).  

       Jim 
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We Uphold Our Church 

By Our Service 

By Our Prayers 
Beverly Bearicks  Eldred Doty 

Kelly Radney   Shirley Smith  

Olene Fuller   Vira Dell & Bill Dale 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Jonathan Adams  George Bulcken 

Lane Gerdes   Jason Hawkins 

Hunter Henderson  Dylan Herr 

Chris Johnson  Jason Johnson 

Leon Littlejohn  Jonathan Peikert 

Samuel Peikert  Nathan Small 

Timothy Reagan  Brandon Watson 

and the rest of our Armed Forces serving 

our country and the families they leave behind. 

God Bless You! 

February 5, 2012 
Ushers    8:15 Phil Burbank, Diane Robinson, 

Wyndell Deats and Tara Chapman 

    9:20 Steve & Renee Casey, Jimmy Rivers  

   and Cliff Watts 

10:40 Sam Bickel, Jim Burns, Mel Laird,  

 Kenny Laird and Rex McDaniel 

Lay Reader  8:15 Mack Henderson 

  10:40 Corbin Holtz 

Counters  10:40 Bruce Pullen and Margie Ester 

Greeters  10:40 Rex & Sharon McDaniel 

   Paul & Marilyn Rohner 

Welcome Desk 8:15 Charles & Peggy Jackson 

  9:20 Shirley Dennis 

10:40 Terri Bubb 

Hospitality  Dan Amerson 

February 12, 2012 
Ushers    8:15 Ernie Deats and Tony Edmonds 

    9:20 Rick Medina, Chris Dunham,  

   Brian & Cheryl Maynard 

  10:40 Linda Dillon, Allan & Becky Knape  

Gene & Kathie Staffa and 

Dean Rounds 

Lay Reader  8:15 Sandy McDermott 

  10:40 Bruce Pullen 

Counters  10:40 Gene Staffa and Becky Knape 

Greeters  10:40 Collin & Bonnie Stanton 

   Jim & Dottie Burns 

Welcome Desk 8:15 Sylvia Hunter 

  9:20 Marsha Breniser 

10:40 Margie Ester 

Hospitality  Becky & Evan Snyder 
 

By Our Presence       Jan:        Jan.          Jan.     
Worship Service                        15th       22nd           29th 

8:15  a.m.       63           72              84 

9:20  a.m.       78           78              78    

10:40 a.m.     233         226            233 

      374         376            398      

 

By Our Gifts              

Jimmy & Dana Bethune 

7337 Houston 

Hitchcock, TX 77563 

409-935-3281 
 

David & Candice Garner 

6727 Ave C1/2 

Santa Fe, TX 77510 

409-316-9838 

Recycling Mania 

 A great way to begin the new year 

is to utilize the new large, gray  

recycling cans placed throughout 

the church and the smaller ones in 

the children's Sunday School rooms!   

These receptacles have the  

triangular recycling symbol and indicate that only 

clean paper goods may be placed there for  

recycling.  Sunday School teachers, any and all 

clean paper scraps may be placed in the  

receptacles in your rooms.  Please help us to  

continue to be conscientious environmental  

stewards as we move toward the goal of  

collecting more recyclable material than "trash" 

at our church!  And a bonus for all of our hard 

work is that we use the money from our efforts to 

help our "Santa and Snow" project! 

  

Judy Bettison, Recycling Coordinator 

When Your Knight in Shining Amour Begins to Tarnish 

or 

The Tiara is Crooked 
(Discovering What It Means to Have a Christian Marriage) 

 

Beginning Sunday, February 5, 2012, the New  

Horizons Sunday School class will begin a journey in 

faith, relationship, and marriage.   The class is  

primarily that of young adults in their 20s and 30’s; 

both singles and married. 
 

The study is to be led by Dan and Debbie Amerson.   

Professionally, Dan is a profession mediator special-

izing in Family Mediation and Debbie is a Child  

Development Therapist (retired). The study will ask 

the questions related to those who have been  

married for 1 to 10 years, and will explore the issues 

and challenges in those years of marriage.    
 

The ultimate goal of the class is that of allowing our 

Lord Jesus to reign in our marriages/relationships. 

New Horizons meets in the Conference Room at 

10:40 a.m. on Sunday Morning. 



 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 
 
 
Wed. 1  8:30  a.m. Exercise Class 
  9:00  a.m. Motherõs Day Out 
  Noon  Rotary 
  6:00  p.m. Homework Help 
  6:30  p.m. Handbell Choir 
  7:00  p.m. Youth Bible Study 
  7:30  p.m. Chancel Choir 
   

Thurs. 2  10:30  a.m. 1st Place 4 Health 
  3:00  p.m. Parkinsonõs group 
  6:30  p.m. 1st Place 4 Health 
  6:30  a.m. Praise Team Practice 
 
Fri. 3  6:00  p.m. Kids Night Out 
 

Sun. 5    See below for Worship                                        
    Services & Sunday School 
  5:30  p.m. UMYF 
 

Mon. 6  8:30  a.m. Exercise Class 
  9:00  a.m. Motherõs Day Out 
     

Tues. 7  2:00  p.m. Prayer Group 
  6:30  p.m. Cub Scouts 
  7:00  p.m. Boy Scouts 
 

Wed. 8  8:30  a.m. Exercise Class 
  9:00  a.m. Motherõs Day Out 
  Noon  Rotary 
  6:00  p.m. Homework Help 
  6:30  p.m. Handbell Choir 
  7:00  p.m. Youth Bible Study 
  7:30  p.m. Chancel Choir 
 

Thurs. 9  10:30  a.m. 1st Place 4 Health 
  6:30  p.m. 1st Place 4 Health 
  6:30  a.m. Praise Team Practice 
 
Sun. 12    Services & Sunday School 
  5:00  p.m. Youth District Event 
 

Mon. 13  8:30  a.m. Exercise Class 
  9:00  a.m. Motherõs Day Out 
  6:30  p.m. Trustee Meeting 
     

Tues. 14  10:00 a.m. 55+ 
  2:00  p.m. Prayer Group 
  6:30  p.m. Cub Scouts 
  7:00  p.m. Boy Scouts 
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Sunday Worship Services and Sunday School 

8:15    TRADITIONAL WORSHIP        9:20   CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

9:20    SUNDAY SCHOOL                10:40    TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 
10:40  CHILDREN’S CHURCH         10:40    SUNDAY SCHOOL 

-continued- 
 
Wed. 15  8:30  a.m. Exercise Class 
  9:00  a.m. Motherõs Day Out 
  Noon  Rotary 
  6:00  p.m. Homework Help 
  6:30  p.m. Handbell Choir 
  7:00  p.m. Youth Bible Study 
  7:30  p.m. Chancel Choir 
 
Thurs. 16 10:30  a.m. 1st Place 4 Health 
  3:00  p.m. Parkinsonõs group 
  6:30  p.m. 1st Place 4 Health 
  6:30  a.m. Praise Team Practice 

Church family, 

The Program Coordinator for the Dickinson 

schools will be organizing a Book Swap for 

students later this year. She is looking for 

age appropriate books that you or family 

members might have at home and are  

willing to donate. Any left over books after 

the Swap will be donated to local family 

shelters. If you have any books you would 

like to donate please call me at  281-229-

7171 or bring them by the church office. 

  

Thank you for your help.  Lisa Douglas 

New to the Library 
Focus on Family’s—Dr. Watt Larimore’s book  

The Highly Healthy Child 
 

Good to the Core: Building Values With Values 
 

The Wonder of America: Remarkable Stories  

Celebrating the Spirit of our Nation 
 

Dr. Wayne Dyer’s 10 Secrets for Success and 

Inner Peace 
 

Amazed by Grace—Christian writers explore 

the  

essence of God’s grace 
 

Plan B: What Do You Do When God Doesn’t 

Show Up The Way You Thought He Would 
 

Adam Hamilton’s Christianity’s Family Tree—

What other Christians believe and why 

 

Thank you to Bob Leach, Martha Randolph, Tim 

& Carla Gerdes for donating books to he  

library. 
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FAREWELL! 
 

It has been an honor serving God and our 

congregation going on 8 years. God is always 

on time and waited until my third day of  

retirement to let me know it was time to have a 

very infected gall bladder removed.  But he 

gave me peace of mind by having Barbara  

Williams take over my responsibilities plus more.  

I want to thank you all for the wonderful cards 

(both retirement and get well), phone calls, 

food and wonderful visits.  We may have built a  

beautiful new church BUT it is the caring and  

loving church family that truly shows me the love 

of God through their  

actions. What a blessing it 

is to be a member of this 

church!  

 

Sincerely, Linda Egger 

We wish to thank our church family for all the 

prayers, cards and expressions of sympathy 

following the death of Al’s beloved brother 

Robert. 

 

Al & Jean Caldwell 

No answer to prayer is an indication of our 

merit; every answer to prayer is an indication 

of Godõs mercy. 

~ John Blanchard 

 

 

Prayer puts Godõs work in His hands and 

keeps it there.  

~ E.M. Bounds 


